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The sun is shining, people are spending and the talk is of new prosperity. All the
same, Florida arts organizations have been put on a starvation diet, their program
grants requests slashed by close to 78 percent by Florida legislators.
In 2015, program grants for the arts were fully funded, receiving more than $24
million; this year they'll receive an estimated $6 million. That's the result of eleventhhour budget agreements Saturday between leaders in the Florida senate and house
committees on Economic Development, Tourism and Transportation.
The Florida Legislature wants to pass its 2016 budget this week, and is unlikely to
revisit those figures, said Malinda Horton, executive director of the Florida
Association of Museums and liaison to the state's Division of Cultural Affairs.
"The way we look at it, we're done until the Legislature convenes for the vote and, if a
miracle happens, would bring it back up," she said.
She guessed that dickering over the need for spending on health care could have
diverted some of the budget money, but said she wasn't sure what was behind the
severe cuts. Calls to Fla. Sen. Jack Latvala, (R-St. Petersburg/Pinellas

County) and

Fla. Rep. Clay Ingram (R-Pensacola), chairs of the committee and appropriation
subcommittee, have not received a response.
What does this mean locally?
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Naples Botanical Garden and the Golisano Children's Museum of

Naples will each receive only $30,000 of the $150,000 they had requested, largely for
family and children's programs.
Gulfshore Playhouse, which received $97,000 from the state last year, will get only
around $23,700.
The United Arts Council of Collier County and the Marco Island Center for the Arts
will get around $13,560 and $4,200. They had requested $61,670 and $19,060.
"We'll adjust our budget accordingly and ask our donors to continue their
generosity," said a disappointed Katie Schweikhardt, executive director of the United
Arts Council of Collier County. "I've been involved in phone calls around the state on
this for months, but I'm really not sure what happened."
There was only a hint of a silver lining: "I know the original senate budget would have
knocked us down to $11,000, so we actually did a little better than that."
In Lee County:
Florida Repertory Theatre and the Shell Museum, which sought $150, 000 for
programs, will each receive close to $30,000.
The Southwest Florida and Gulf Coast SYmphonies will get around $26,000 and
$11,700 of the $121,000 and $53,511they had requested.

<,
Florida Arts Inc., which operates the Berne and Sidney Davis Art Center in Fort
Myers, will receive only around $8,600 of the $39,319 it requested; Gulfshore Ballet,
$3,300 of its $15,300 request.
"We recognize that the State Legislative had tough budgeting decisions to contend
with this year. However, we are disappointed that the Florida Division of Cultural
Affairs received such significant cuts after receiving full funding last year," said Lydia
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Black, executive director for the Lee County Alliance for the Arts, in a statement. "The
arts have an crucial impact on our economy and are catalysts for learning, discovery
and achievement."
A 2010 study done for the organization said Lee County's nonprofit arts industry
generates $68.3 million in economic activity annually, supporting z.ooo-plus jobs
and creating $9-4 million in government income.
"We generate revenue that goes back into state and local coffers," Black said in a
conversation last week. "When you see Florida Repertory Theatre and the Center for
the Arts Bonita Springs having special events, we know their audience is spending
money in restaurants and in the shops nearby."
The news wasn't all bad this week. Although the appropriations

conference cut

program funding, it funded 87 percent of a category for specific projects and fully
funded requests for facilities work and for matching endowment funds.
The Conservancy of Southwest Florida will receive $500,000 for facilities work;
Opera Naples, $250,000 for a sound booth, an elevator and fireproof stairs access
and finishing on its second floor; and the Center for the Art Bonita Springs,
$300,000

for to upgrade the building it has repurposed as a performing arts center.

Susan Bridges, executive director, said the center has tried to be economically
responsible by buying existing structures for its two-campus expansion for a growing
community. But changes have to be made.
"There's flooring need to be ripped out. The lobby needs to be updated. There's no
dance space," despite the fact it offers dance programs, she said. "We have a really
well attended foreign film program, but we're struggling along with an older
projector." Plumbing and air conditioning need updating, too, she said.
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"When we bought this building it was primarily to be a rehearsal space," said John
Hushon, acting director of Opera Naples, of the center at

2408

Linwood Ave., Naples.

"We now have 70 uses booked next season and we desperately need the second floor
for rehearsal, offices and storage space. When we do an opera in here it's definitely
crowded."
Naples Botanical Garden will receive

$240,000

in a fund match for its endowment

fund.
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