OUR MISSION:
Enriching lives and
strengthening our community
through the power of the arts.

OUR VISION:
To be the most recognized
source for arts services and
cultural information, and to
be the premier provider
of arts education for at-risk
students and low-income
adults.

Incorporated in 1981, the Council is
designated by the State of Florida as the
Local Arts Agency for Collier
County. In 2020 the United Arts Council
of Collier County will celebrate 40 years
of arts enrichment in Collier County. Our
long-standing relationship with our
community has brought growth and
opportunity to our members and students.
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Unite and promote our local arts community.
Arts education for at-risk students, low-income adults, and seniors.
Community outreach services in the arts.
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“Each additional year of arts coursework was associated
with a 12% increase in the likelihood that adolescents
would eventually earn a four-year college degree.”
(Eldus, 2015, p. 4)
In 2017 the UAC educated more than 2,300
at-risk students in the arts at 22 different locations.

“There are a lot of things I
love about art. It keeps me
calm and relaxed. I can draw
whatever comes to my mind.
It takes concentration and
patience to draw. Sometimes
people don’t like it, but it’s
still your style and it’s good to
take advice and use your
imagination. When you learn
about art you learn new skills
and get more knowledge. If
you mix art into all of your
classes then you won’t be so
stressed out. Taking art
classes made me feel unique.
It’s really fun for artists to
come teach us, because we
learn to make stuff that
nobody else has done before.
You don’t have to be great
right away, you can just try
and that’s good.” - Bridget,
Parkside Elementary Student

“I am so thankful that I was given the
opportunity to teach dance for the UAC again
this year. I love that I am able to share my talent
with the children in the after-school program. It
was such a joy to teach the students of Parkside
Elementary, Golden Gate Middle School, and
Grace Place. It was so rewarding, as a teacher,
to see a child who begins the program timid and
holding back a bit... blossom into a confident,
proud performer at the end of the session. To
have a student tell me that they practiced at
home (and it shows!) fills my heart! I love to see
them excited about the art of dance.”
-Jill Demchak, UAC Instructor, Spring 2016

“Thank you for setting up this wonderful
program! We had 22 participants and they have
not stopped raving about it. Many said it was
impactful for their mind, body, and spirit.”
- Tatiana Fortune, Golden Gate Senior Center Director

“Art is so important, and the
beauty of this class is it doesn’t
matter if you are starting from
square one or you have experience.
You can grow from where you are
in that moment.” -Paul Long, a student
of Ann Fullarton at JFCS of Southwest
Florida’s Naples Senior Center.
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The UAC currently serves over 400 members and
regularly curates gallery spaces for the Friends of
Rookery Bay, the Norris Center at Cambier Parks,
the Village Shops on Venetian Bay, and the Marco
Island Executive Airport.
In 2017, the UAC provided opportunities for more
than 50 local artists to exhibit their work.

“As a member of the United Arts Council, I have had nothing but positive experiences. It started when
I was referred to look into teaching art part time after graduating art school. Having an interest in
teaching was always on my mind, but I was not certain I wanted to commit to a full-time position.
Teaching with the UAC confirmed that I love teaching and exposing my students to art in different
forms. I see myself in these children when I’m teaching them. I was never really exposed to art besides
a one-hour class once a week in school growing up. I feel it’s so great that I’m able to give my students
more time to expand and grow their creativity.
Another great benefit of being a UAC member is being an exhibitor in one of their galleries. When I
was invited to show my work, it was a dream come true! There was also a newspaper article written
about the artists in the show that gave me a great deal of exposure. This has pushed me to continue
painting and making more art to exhibit. As an artist and art student, I was always questioned about
my future, what would I do with my degree or what kind of job would I have? I’m very happy that I
found the United Arts Council and that they have been supportive with helping me pursue a career
where I love what I do.” -Adriana Flores, UAC Member

The UAC publishes a
monthly calendar of our
members’ arts and
cultural events happening
in Collier County. Over
1,500 calendars
distributed monthly.
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Nonprofit arts and culture sector is a $107.7 million
industry in Collier County—one that supports 2,923 full-time
equivalent jobs and generates $10.8 million in local and
state government revenue.

SUPPORTING THE UNITED ARTS COUNCIL
SUPPORTS OUR COMMUNITY
DONATE NOW

